
January 16 , 1 9 86

a great improvement in the system. Now, John made some
interesting comments about body counts and his analogies are
always interesting, but you know why they work sometimes,
they work sometimes because people h aven' t acq u a i n t e d
themselves with the facts enough. This is not a body count
situation. This is not an e xultation of f orm o v e r
substance . Look at t h ose charts. Look at the two-day
committees. Com pare 140 b i l l s t o c ommi t t ee s t ha t h ave
almost double that si ze. Now, su r e , John ' s po i nt i s
legit>mate in the sense that some b i l l s d o t ak e mo r e t am e
than others and that has b een cons i d e r ed , b u t when you' re
looking at body counts, so to s p e ak , whe r e t h er e is more
than a hundred bills or one two-day committee' s work load is
double another' s, that's not a for m problem. That ' s a
substance problem and, furthermore, the other thing that we
looked at i s how long d oes it take to have committee
hearings? Th a t te lls you, doesn't it, in the end the
relative work loads and I am on the Constitutional Revision
and Recreation Committee and I a m on the Jud iciary
Committee. I am on one of the least worked committees and
on one of the mo st worked committees and I tell you, my
f r i ends , ~t ' s n ot f ai r t o t h e i nd i v i du al s i n t hi s
Legis l a t u ; ~ . o h ave d i f f e r e n t i a l s i n work load like that.
We should all have even work loads. The work lo ad fo r t he
Constxtutxonal Revision Committee, and this is no insult to
its chairman because he handles it q u ite well, but h e
doesn't have anything to do with the work load, but it's not
enough. The staff is sitting around, we' re sitting around,
it's just not fair to the rest of the Legislature. We
should be doing more on Constitutional Revision. We should
be p i cki n g up a gr ea t er work l o ad . Sen at o r Hab e r man
m entioned the fact that we' re not like any other
legislatures. I had indicated to yo u that t here ar e
different structures in other legislatures and h e h ad
indicated that in other legislatures, the leadership directs
the bills, says where t he b i l l s a r e t o go so , t here f o r e ,
we' re no t like them, but he proves my point, he proves my
p oint . I n ou r Leg i sl at u r e w e d on' t h a v e absolute authority
on t h e Execu t i ve Boa r d to shift work loads among t h e
committees. O ur tradition h as b e e n and o ur r ef e r en c in g
pract i c e ha s been t o send wor k l o ad t o committee by
juri diction, by the traditional jurisdictions, a nd sure , w e
get in hassles from time to time about what i s i n one
jurisdiction and what' s in another...

PRESII.'ENT: One minute.
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